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\N BE just as transformative
s a brilliant oil or glowing watercolor.
And Jackson Hole authors have been
busy. Books can be just as diverse as
art too, as our local writers prove.,
“Visitors in the store often ask
about local stuff—whether local topics
or local authors,” said Stacey Smith, a
clerk at Valley Bookstore for 15 years.
The architects of Carney Logan
Burke published “Inspired by Place”
early this year. The tome is a “survey
of the firm's work, emphasizing beau-
tiful images,” firm principal Eric Lo-
gan said. Don’t be surprised if a quick
flip-through turns into an hour. It's
that exquisite. There's a reason the
group was named the 2009 Firm of
the Year by the American Institute of
Architects’ Western Mountain Region.
Equally beautiful is “The Christ-
mas Crown.” Local illustrator Kay
Stratman created sumi-e paintings
to help tell the tale of bringing gifts
to the newborn “king of kings” in
Bethlehem. Rather than wise men,
it's animals—a frog, fish, fox, bee—
making the journey. Find more of
Stratman'’s flowing works at Hori-
zon Fine Art.
Ted Kerasote's “Pukka: The
Pup After Merle” uses photo-
graphs more than words to intro-
duce readers to the puppy he
got after longtime canine com-
panion Merle died. Fear not:
for those who love Kerasote's
compassionate yet muscular
writing about the bonds be-
tween man and dog, his book
“Why Dogs Die Young and
What We Can Do About It”
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inspired by Place

will arrive in spring 2012,

Valley philanthropist Lynn Estes
Friess had her first children’s book
published. Inspired by Jackson's
landscape and lifestyle, “Western Lul-
laby” also includes a CD of a bedtime
lullaby Friess wrote far one of her 10
grandchildren; Marilee Gordon per-
forms it.

Roughly 50 years ago, John Stein-
beck drove across the U.S., checking
in on the country’s varied people and
places. His book about it, “Travels
with Charley” came out in 1962.
Jackson resident Gregory Zeigler and
his dog, Max, similarly mingled with
folks along the way as he retraced
Steinbeck’s route. “Travels With Max”
came out in 2010,

And because no book list is com-
plete without some fiction, there's
Tina Welling’s “Cowboys Never Cry”
and Tim Sandlin's fourth GroVont
book, “Lydia.” The former has Cassie
Danner reeling from the death of her
climber husband and tacking the
job of a cook at a dude ranch. The

latter has Sam Callahan
managing
the Virgin
Birth Home
for Unwed
T Mothers while
dealing with a
daughter who
may be hav-
iNng a nervous
breakdown and a
mother wha's just
out of prison for
trying to poison the

President’s dog.
DINA MISHEV

Why buy?
For love or
money

ART: IT'S ALL
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